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    The 2024 European Humanitarian Forum – Oxfam’s expectations

    
                  Blog by Evelien van Roemburg

                    18 March 2024

            
        On 18 - 19 March, the EU, UN, EU countries, INGOs and partners will meet in Brussels to discuss and shape the humanitarian agenda. At this third edition of the European Humanitarian Forum, the implications of the current, most pressing humanitarian crises will be explored, focusing specifically on the humanitarian funding gap and on neglected crises worldwide. The Forum comes at a critical moment with staggering humanitarian needs and right before the June European Parliament elections.  
      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Leticia's blog / Love Letter

    
                  Blog by Oxfam

                    14 February 2024

            
        Dear chocolate lovers,                       Happy Valentine! I hope you get to spend this special day with your loved ones, celebrating the love with your favorite chocolates and other sweets. My name is Leticia A Yankey, a cocoa farmer from Ghana. I'm writing you this love letter, from Amsterdam where I'm attending the Amsterdam Cocoa Week from 6-11 February 2024.At this conference, I have the chance to meet with various stakeholders in…
      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    The Global Refugee Forum Must Address the Priorities of Refugees in Major Refugee-Hosting Countries

    
                  Blog by Oxfam-KEDV

                    15 December 2023

            
        The Global Refugee Forum (GRF) is a vital platform for systematizing commitments made by the international community under the framework of the Global Compact on Refugees to enable collective action to support the well-being of refugees and forcibly displaced people globally. It is vital that the outcomes of the 2nd GRF, to be held this week between 13-15 December, address the priorities of refugees and host communities living in major refugee-hosting countries. 

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    When our festive theme chocolates are not so "festive” after all

    
                  Blog by Ratri Kusumohartono

                    14 December 2023

            
        It is the time of the year again, where festive decorations are filling the streets of the Netherlands. The joy of end of year celebrations can also be felt in Dutch supermarkets. Coming into December, all snacks, candies and chocolates are wrapped and shaped in colorful festive packaging. Since I moved to the Netherlands, I always followed the Dutch Sinterklaas culture of buying chocolate shaped letters to celebrate. But this year, I feel differently about the chocolates in front of me. This now reminds me of my trip to Ghana, back in September. Chocolate has a bitter aftertaste, somethings which leaves me very uncomfortable. 

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    One hundred local food plants for improving nutrition

    
                        13 December 2023

            
        One hundred local food plants for improving nutrition is the title of the new book published by Oxfam, written by Gisella Cruz-Garcia, Konstantina Maria Togka, Hilton Mbozi and Bert Visser. This book will become the best friend for those who are keen to improve their nutrition, and help others to do that, with the consumption of local food plant biodiversity.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    The situation in Gaza

    
                  Blog by Oxfam NOVIB

                    16 October 2023

            
        Due to the occupation and illegal blockade by the Israeli government, Palestinians have been living under insecurity and oppression for years. In recent days, violence has increased, resulting in many Palestinian as well as Israeli civilian casualties.

      

    

	


            
    Budgeting for failure

    
                  Blog by Jeroen Kwakkenbos

                    19 September 2023

            
        The mid-term review of the EU's 7-year budget, the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF), comes at a critical moment. In an era dubbed "perma-crisis," where humanitarian aid and development cooperation struggle against a cascading stream of constant crises, it's time for the European Commission to face reality. This review is an opportunity for the European Commission to give EU countries a frank appraisal of the financial resources needed to live up to the EU’s ambitions of being a global champion of human rights, poverty eradication, tackling inequality and climate action and a leader in crisis response. The EU countries must respond by allocating more funding so that the EU’s aspirational rhetoric doesn’t turn into empty promises.

      

    

	


            
    Behind the Indian triple train tragedy: reflections of an aid worker

    
                  Blog by Oxfam in Asia

                    18 August 2023

            
        On World Humanitarian Day 2023, Amalin Patnaik, Programme Coordinator at Oxfam in India, shares the lesser-known facets of humanitarian work and his journey of helping victims and families after the tragic train collision in Balasore, Odisha. 

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    A talk with Justine Gomis Tossou - Oxfam Country Director in Congo

    
                        18 August 2023

            
        With 10 + years of experience leading program development and management at country and global levels, Mrs. Justine Gomis Tossou is passionate and committed to uplifting the most vulnerable communities. An outstanding facilitator, she has a proven track record serving in many international organizations in Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean Islands. Justine is known for her excellent ability to provide cost-effective solutions and impactful, and lasting contributions to complex development issues.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Ukraine’s grain deal halt and how to truly help developing countries - OPED

    
                  Blog by Nout van der Vaart

                    2 August 2023

            
        The termination of the grain deal between Ukraine and Russia is mostly portrayed as hurting poorer countries. However, United Nations figures on the grain deal show that only 2.5 percent of the grain was destined for countries like Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, Yemen and Afghanistan, countries ravaged by conflict and climate change. Slightly more prosperous countries such as Kenya, Egypt, Tunisia and Bangladesh received 17 percent. Europe and China got most of the cake. The question is to what extent the grain deal has really improved the availability and affordability of food in the world's poorest countries, and in reducing hunger. As it turns out, while nearly 800 million people worldwide still go to bed hungry every day, the reach of the grain deal has been limited. Food-deficit countries ultimately benefit more from supporting small farmers and developing local food markets.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Rising waters, rising needs:  local organizations at the forefront of the response to the Ukraine’s dam explosion

    
                  Blog by Oxfam

                    4 July 2023

            
        On June 6th, the Kakhovka hydroelectric power plant, located about 70 km east of Kherson, Ukraine, was severely damaged by explosions, leading to widespread flooding and triggering a massive humanitarian and environmental crisis. One month on, Oxfam’s priority is still to ensure the safety of the affected communities. We are working in close collaboration with our local partners, who are at the forefront of the response efforts.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Hope Amid Chaos- Hekima’s Story of Resilience and Compassion

    
                  Blog by Fatuma Noor

                    19 June 2023

            
        Separated from their loved ones and homes by the conflict in Sudan, hundreds of thousands of people have become refugees seeking solace in foreign lands. Each person has a unique story yet is bound with hope for compassion, peace and stability. In Walgaa in South Sudan’s Akobbo state, hundreds of refugees and returnees who have fled the war in Sudan are arriving with nothing to fend for themselves. In one of the camps, we meet a group of mothers sitting together, young and old, with their children while waiting for food rations from INGOs.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Moving From Compassion To Action

    
                  Blog by Op-Ed by Anila Noor & Mary Tal

                    19 June 2023

            
        This year’s theme is “compassion” – a vital emotion - that allows human beings to stand in solidarity with one another regardless of color, race, gender, religion or nationality. Compassion breeds solidarity and this is the better side of our collective humanity. With it we see people’s suffering, demonstrate concern, lend a welcoming kind word, and open our hearts and even homes to refugees.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Amid the hostility to Roma refugees, an act of compassion

    
                  Blog by Padmini Iyer

                    19 June 2023

            
        Roma communities in Ukraine often face discrimination and structural challenges, even as refugees from the war. They encounter difficulties at borders and refugee reception points, experiencing segregation and limited access to basic services. Negative stereotypes and prejudicial beliefs persist, both at home and in refugee hosting countries. 

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Hunger Success Stories - Burkina Faso

    
                  Blog by Barry Kadidiatou

                    19 June 2023

            
        For more than a year, violence by armed groups in northern Burkina Faso has forced more than 1.1 million people to flee to safer areas in the south, risking losing everything. This is the case of Kadigueta Barry, 34, who fled the town of Barsalogho with her husband and four children, leaving everything behind.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    In Western Ethiopia, a Leader Helps Promote Independence and Safety Among Women Refugees.

    
                  Blog by Chris Hufstader

                    19 June 2023

            
        In past years, Oxfam was able to provide Dignity Kits to women refugees. These include soap and other hygiene items, as well as underwear and menstrual pads. Row notes that refugees are missing this support, discontinued due to budget cuts. “We have no money to buy this in the market,” Row says. “And, as we are women, we need Dignity Kits."
      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    The EU’s Global Gateway: The European Financial Architecture for Development

    
                  Blog by Jeroen Kwakkenbos

                    30 May 2023

            
        The European Union has adopted a new approach to foreign policy dubbed the “Global Gateway,” supported by a new European Financial Architecture for Development (EFAD). These policies are a direct response to the state of permacrises that the world finds itself in. It seeks to inject 180-300 billion euros over a period of six years into the EU’s partner countries in the form of infrastructure projects, a green transition and digitalisation. 

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    Taking a Collective Leap towards a Feminist Food System

    
                  Blog by Ratri Kusumohartono

                    31 March 2023

            
        Women are at the heart of the food production systems. Yet, women food producers are held back by barriers that prevent them from feeding their families and reinvesting in their livelihoods. Oxfam together with indigenous women, farmers and women food producers convened and create a space to exchange knowledge, wisdom and a vision for a better, just and feminist food system. We demand a fair #feministfoodsystem that empower women food producers, indigenous people and small-scale farmers! #FeministPower  

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    A Day in Aleppo Post-Earthquake: How Syrians Will Survive This New Cruel Chapter.

    
                  Blog by Dania Kareh

                    15 March 2023

            
        The shock of the earthquake piled on top of 12 years of brutal war marked by crumbling infrastructure, financial collapse, Coronavirus, soaring food prices, and a recent cholera outbreak, forcing more and more people deeper into the bridge of poverty.

      

    

	


            
        
          
  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  

  



  



        
      
          
    16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (incl economic violence) 

    
                  Blog by Gabriele Koehler (member of IAFFE; and a senior research associate of UNRISD and board member of WECF)

                    6 December 2022

            
        Feminists want system change!

What do we want? 

One of our mottos is the demand for system change…
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